The Epiphany of Our Lord
January 8, 2023

Saint Mark Lutheran Church
790 Marion Street NE, Salem, Oregon

HOLY COMMUNION
Generation to Generation with Now the Feast
PRELUDE

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

by Paul Manz

COMMENTS ON THE DAY
CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers…
Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepers…
Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers…
Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into this space.
C:
God is here.
CALL TO CONFESSION
P:
One of my favorite things about the Magi is that they go looking for God.
Actively and consistently, day by day, they follow the star until it guides them to
Jesus.
1

In the prayer of confession, we acknowledge that more often than we’d like to
admit, we find ourselves following the wrong star. Fortunately for us, God is the
map maker, and God’s map is measured in grace, so we have nothing to fear.
Let us pray together. Let us seek God together. Join me in the prayer of
confession:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
C:
God of starlight,
we know that faith isn’t a vending machine.
Good news can’t be bought or manufactured.
It does not arrive with a push of a button.
Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our midst.
We have to walk toward you, just as the Magi did.
We have to believe that love really can change the world.
We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights.
Forgive us for forgetting that.
Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts.
We long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every single day.
Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
P:
Friends, I have nothing but good news.
Even in our failings, God has washed us with words of grace, belonging, and
love.
No matter what star you’ve followed,
no matter how far you’ve walked,
no matter how lost you got—
you belong to God.
God loves you. God forgives you. God claims you.

C:
HYMN
2

In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
Amen.
"This is the Spirit's Entry Now"
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GREETING
P:
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
KYRIE
Assistant: In peace, in peace…
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HYMN OF PRAISE

4
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:

Let us pray,
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.
Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to
the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

C:

Sit
FIRST LESSON
1

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the
LORD has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
6

Isaiah 60:1-6

3

Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the
LORD.
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 - Spoken, Responsively
1

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
|
and your righteousness to
the king’s son;
2
that he may rule your | people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
3
that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
|
and the
hills, in righteousness.
4
Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R
5
May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
|
from one generation
to another.
6
Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
7
In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall

7

|

be no more.
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May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. R
11
May all kings bow | down before him,
|
and all the nations
do him service.
12
For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress,
the oppressed, and those who | have no helper.
13
He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor,
|
and preserves the lives
of the needy.
14
From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives,
and precious is their blood | in his sight. R
SECOND LESSON
1

Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was
given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I
wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.
L:
C:

8

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Stand
GOSPEL VERSE

GOSPEL
P:
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
C:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 2:1-12
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
9

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.
The Gospel reading concludes, “The Gospel of the Lord.”
C:
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
CHILDREN’S SERMON
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
P:
God of starlight,
every part of us is trying to seek you:
our bodies that carried us into this space,
our heads bowed in prayer,
our hearts that keep whispering, “There is more than just this.”
Find us in the maze.
Quiet the rest of the world.
We know you’re near,
so know
that it’s you we seek.
Find us in these words.
Gratefully we pray,
amen.
SERMON
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY
10

Pastor Heidi Bolt
“Baptized and Set Free"
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NICENE CREED
C:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
11

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
A:
Holy God,
we find you in the most surprising places—
in summer thunderstorms,
in freshly baked bread,
in the smell of evergreen,
in handwritten letters,
and long-winding phone calls,
in crowded tables,
and a warm cup of coffee.
You are all over the place.
What good news!
12

P:
C:

Some days it’s easy to find you;
like the Magi, we have a clear direction, so step by step we move closer to you.
Other days, the clouds cover the stars and we lose our way.
Regardless of the weather, we want to be a people who seek you.
So when the way is clear,
when your fingerprints are all over the place,
help us to give thanks:
for healthy bodies that can dance and move,
for food on the table,
for roofs over our heads,
for the dreams of this community…
help our seeker hearts give thanks.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
And when the clouds roll in, and we lose our way,
when the star is out of sight and we feel far from your reach,
remind us that you are near:
In food pantries and on street corners,
in lonely apartments with dinner for one,
in empty refrigerators,
in bad dreams,
in hospital rooms,
in the bottom of a empty bottle,
and in the bottom of our faith…
remind us that you are near.

P:
C:

God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Push the clouds back to reveal the stars.
Call forth our seeker hearts so that day after day
we might summon the strength to always be looking for you.
God, you are all over the place.
Keep our hearts brave, and keep them curious,
so that like the Magi, we might be on the lookout for you.
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P:
C:

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P:

Into your hands gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

C:

PEACE
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
OFFERTORY HYMN "Now the Silence"
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:
Let us pray,
God of abundance,
receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
C:
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE
P:
It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God,
for you are the fulfillment of all our searching.
Since the time you created all things
you have had a plan
— hidden in mystery through the ages —
to draw all the world into one body,
and to share with all peoples your promises of glory.
And now the light has risen,
the mystery is made known:
your beloved child, Jesus, is revealed to the whole world
as Savior and Redeemer,
and as the King who reigns in justice and peace.
You made him known first
to the magi from the east,
who came to pay him homage,
though they knew of him only what the silent stars could tell.
And now, you draw us again to the feet of Jesus
— the crucified and risen Christ —
to offer our gifts of praise to the light of the world.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P:
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
18

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

P:
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With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

P:

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

P:

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C:

20

LORD'S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Sit
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION AT SAINT MARK
Christ welcomes all to receive him in bread and wine. As you come forward, you will
receive bread or if you wish, a gluten-free wafer. You may, if you wish, also receive wine
or grape juice. The grape juice is located in the center of the tray; the wine is around
the edges. The glasses are distributed on the tray such that you need only touch the
glass you are using. Empty glasses may be placed in the basket provided.
LAMB OF GOD
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All are welcome.
COMMUNION HYMN "Spirit of Gentleness"
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COMMUNION HYMN
23

"Baptized in Water"
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COMMUNION HYMN
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"Every Time I Feel The Spirit"

ACS- No. 942

Stand
P:
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
C:
Amen
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:
Let us pray.
God our redeemer,
you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have
gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine
with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C:
Amen.
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Silence for reflection.
BLESSING
P:
God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit
send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
C:
Amen.
DISMISSAL
P:
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C:
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Prelude in C Major

by Johann Krebs

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of my daughter,
Gabrielle Deplois --- by Verne Deplois
The Organ - In 1981, a new pipe organ of American Classic design by the Schantz Organ
Company was installed. The pipe organ was a large two manual instrument of 38-ranks. In 1999
the Schantz Organ Company completed a significant enlargement project, including re-voicing
the Great division, a new 3-manual console, Choir and Antiphonal divisions, with a total of 57ranks. In 2009, organ builder Lanny Hochhalter was commissioned to design and install the
Herald Trumpet set of pipes, to be included in the Antiphonal division on the gallery rail. The
pipe organ is now 58-ranks/5 divisions. It is considered one of the finest instruments in the
Pacific Northwest. For more information see https://stmarksalem.org/about/pipe-organ/
Generations to Generations ... . “Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org.” If you adapt the prayers, please include the following credit line: “Adapted from a
prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.” Refer to our licensing
guidelines for more information: sanctifiedart.org/licensing-terms.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24708. HYMNS: Evangelical Lutheran
Book of Worship, Sundays and Seasons Copyright ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710286.
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Welcome to Saint Mark. All are welcome to receive Holy
Communion. Today we especially pray for:
Today we especially pray for: Becky Strader, Dixie Deuhn, Marlyn Thorpe,
Heather, Karen, Eva, Daniel Detzel, Carol Rohlfing, Marie Arthur, Hal Boyd,
Loren Collins, Rhonda Portillo, Brandon Gilder, Melissa Hamburg, Kathleen
O'Brien, Karen Holm-Jaentsch, Max Capellas, Kerry Palmer, Scott Waychoff,
Ruth Reu, Joseph Higgins, Baelin Stuart, Kara-Jo Cone, Bonnie Maier,
Bill Snyder, James Krogh, Bud & Jeanne Bridges, Jim Wood, Don & Susan
Masson, Dana, Linda Mattoon, Vic DeVoursney, Ruth Gartner, Maureen O'Brien,
and Peyton Higgins. And Family Members in the Military: Jordan Townsend
and Nelson Westby.
If you know of someone who needs to be added to the prayer list, please contact
Pastor Heidi and/or Theresa in the church office.
Join us for coffee hour immediately following worship. We will meet in the
lounge and west narthex areas. All are welcome!
Saint Mark's Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday,
January 22, 2023 following the 10:00 a.m. worship service. All confirmed
members are encouraged to attend.
2022 Proposed Budget Forum - Sunday, January 15, at 9:00 a.m. in the lounge.
Join us to discuss the General Fund budget for 2023.
Family Promise is returning to our building this year. Our first rotation this year
for hosting families is Sunday, January 29 - February 5. We need volunteers for
greeting, serving meals and overnight supervision. Please contact Carolyn or Bruce
Stock for more information. A sign up sheet is in the west narthex! Thank you.
If you enjoy singing and harmonizing on the hymns during our worship services, please
consider coming a little early on Sunday mornings (at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary) to practice
singing 4-part harmonies on a couple of the hymns for the day. Then come forward to
help lead the congregation in harmonizing during the service.
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OFFERINGS during worship
may be placed in the offering basket at the front of the pews.
TITHELY online donations
may be made on our webpage: stmarksalem.org

Assisting Minister:
Lector:
Communion Assistants:

Alice Kirk
Barbara Schnabel
Trudy Eisenbeis
Staff

Chris Bjork
Kelly Carlisle
Susan Johnson
Theresa Sawtell-Davie
The Rev. Heidi Bolt

Maintenance
Musician
Organist
Parish Administrator
Interim Pastor

Saint Mark’s Reconciling in Christ Statement:
At Saint Mark Lutheran Church, we celebrate that
Christ has made us one body with many members, all
sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love. As a
Reconciling in Christ congregation, we embrace all of
God’s people, regardless of age, ethnicity, physical and mental abilities,
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or economic
circumstance. We believe we are all unique and worthy individuals created
by God. We joyfully welcome you to join us in worship, prayer, study,
service, and fellowship.
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Week of ________________
GRATITUDE!
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 NIV
Daily Blessings/Reflections
 Today I am grateful for…
 Today I ask God…
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:
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