The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.
Saint Mark Lutheran Church
October 11, 2026 790 Marion Street NE, Salem, Oregon

HOLY COMMUNION
ELW 3 and Litany of Creation in Christ, Pentecost Season

PRELUDE
BRIEF COMMENTS ON THE DAY
TEMPLE TALK - Gratitude!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
P: Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C: Amen.

Please rise in body or spirit.
GATHERING HYMN Let Us Go Now to the Banquet ELW - No. 523
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Dios invita_a todos los pobres

a_esta mesa comun por la fe,

donde no_hay acaparadores

v.a nadie le falta el conqué. Estribillo

3 Dios nos manda_a_hacer de_este mundo
una mesa donde_haya_igualdad,
trabajando_y luchando junitos,
compartiendo la propiedad. Estribillo

lext: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreiia; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Viusic: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955

[ext and music © 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.



GREETING

P:

C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

LITANY OF PRAISE FOR CREATION

P:

C:

Glory to you, O God: you speak Lord of power, and so you create the world.
We praise you, O God:
We praise you, O God.

For the Spirit hovering to bring forth life, for the earth ordered from chaos, and
for light and dark, we bless you, O God:
We bless you, O God.

For the cosmos beyond our earth, for the sky above our heads, and for the cycle
of evening and morning, we exalt you, O God:

We exalt you, O God.

For the seas, the lakes, and the rivers, for the land with its mountains and plains,
and for the trees, the plants, and their fruits, we magnify you, O God:

We magnify you, O God.

For the sun to rule the day, for the moon to brighten the night, and for the shining
stars, we extol you, O God:
We extol you, O God.

For the fish in the sea, for the birds of the air, and for the monsters in the deep,
we glorify you, O God:
We glorify you, O God.

For wild animals and creatures of all kinds, for cattle and all livestock, and for
everything that creeps on the earth, we adore you, O God:
We adore you, O God.

For humankind made in your image, for setting us on your good earth, and for
providing us food to eat, we worship you, O God:
We worship you, O God.

Bless us, your creatures. Accept our praise, and make us worthy of your
marvelous creation. We praise you, O God:
We praise you, O God.



P: Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might
be to you, our God, forever and ever.
Amen.

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM

Please be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 25:1-9

'o Lorp, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

% For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;

the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.

*Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.

*For you have been a refuge to the poor,

a refuge to the needy in their distress,

a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,

> the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

6On this mountain the Lorp of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.

” And he will destroy on this mountain



the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;

8 he will swallow up death forever.

Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lorp has spoken.

? It will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.

This is the Lorp for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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' The Loro | is my shepherd;

I shall not I be in want.

2The Lorpo makes me lie down I

in green pastures

and leads me be- ' side still waters.

3You restore my ' soul, O Lorbp,

and guide me along right pathways ' for your name’s sake.

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall I fear no
evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me. R

°You prepare a table before me in the presence I

of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days I

of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the ' Lorp forever. R

SECOND READING Philippians 4:1-9

! My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved.



1 urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me
in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose
names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 7 Let your gentleness be known

to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

’ And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 7 As for
the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them,
and the God of peace will be with you.

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

04 |

y 4% 4 [
—
< | | Ca—
Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

IQ #l | — i . —

O ¢, . . — 5.

J T

words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le -lu - 1a.
GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 22:1-14
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. ®He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again



he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;

come to the wedding banquet.’ °But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, © while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. ' The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city. ®Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to

the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

'1wBut when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without

a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Y3 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping

and gnashing of teeth.’ “ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Zach

Please rise in body or spirit.

HYMN OF THE DAY Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table ACS - No. 977
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PRAYER OF BLESSING

pP:

C:

P:

In the name of God, our Creator and Sustainer, our Savior and Friend, who has
given us minds to imagine, hands to create and hearts to love.
Amen

We thank you for the many gifts you have bestowed upon us and now ask you to
bless the work of our hands, that it might become a blessing to others.

Lord we know that these gifts alone are only ordinary things-soap, fabric,
pencils, thread-but through your power and love they become
extraordinary. Bless these gifts we lay before you, that they would not be
from our own hearts and hands but from yours. Let each quilt be your
unfailing arms of comfort and each kit your trusted means of hope;
assurance to those who despair, and light to those who live in darkness.

Transform us Creator, from idle beings into those who do your work. Help us to
recognize our own limitations and acknowledge our need for your strength.

Motivate us Lord to fulfill your desire to feed the hungry, give water to
those who thirst, and clothe those with nothing. Let these humble
offerings become tools of your service, bringing love into the lives of
those in need around the world.



P: Bless these gifts Lord, and the work of Lutheran World Relief in answering your
call to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you trusting in your
invitation to all people to your eternal banquet. In the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ, we ask all these things.

C: Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and

the world.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

We ask you to be sensitive to those who may not wish to shake hands or receive a touch
during the sharing of the peace. Placing your hand on your heart, crossing arms on your
chest, simply bowing or other such gestures are ways in which we can honor each other

with peace.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be ELW - No. 685
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3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
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5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Please rise in body or spirit.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and [ will be
ever, only, all for thee.

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P: It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and

praise to you O God, through Jesus Christ and the Spirit, whom you poured out
upon the Church and your people, and so with the church on earth all creation and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

T

HANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P:

Holy God,

you alone are holy,

you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
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beside the sinner;
among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
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C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

Receiving Holy Communion at Saint Mark

Christ welcomes all to receive him in bread and wine. As you come forward, you will
receive gluten-free bread. You may, if you wish, also receive wine or grape juice. You
may receive the wine or grape juice by intinction by touching the bread to the wine or
grape juice in the chalice. All are welcome.

Today we will be communing at the altar rail. Please follow the instructions of Pastor
and the ushers.

Communion

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN Come, Let Us Eat ELW - No. 491
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COMMUNION HYMN God Bless to Us Our Bread ACS - No. 1056

s

I I ] ] | ] IF P I'_
. e —t——+——
Ben - di - ce, Se-fior, nues-tro pan, y da pan a los que tien - en
God bless to . . us our . . bread, and give bread. . to all those who are
IL£ “ ' ! | ! i —
o p—p o 7 B E—— o
J —
ham - bre yham-bre de jus - ti- ciaa los que tien - en
hun - gry, and hun - ger for jus - tice to those who are
’) ﬂu i H
(¢)) f ? > o I —
i . & - ol
pan. Ben - di - «ce, Se - fior nues - tro pan.
fed. God bless to ... us our ... bread.

Text: Argentine traditional, collected by Federico Pagura, 1923-2016; tr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: BENDICE NUESTRO PAN, Argentine melody, collected by Federico Pagura; arr. John L. Bell
Text and tune © 2002 World Council of Churches. All rights reserved.
English text and arr. © WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Please rise in body or spirit.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
grace.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
Life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose
name we pray.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.
COMMENTS ON THE DAY

BLESSING

P: Creator God bless you and keep you.
Creating Christ shine through you with grace and mercy.
Creative Spirit nourish you and give you peace.

C: Amen.
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DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Flourish with creation.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in gratitude for faithful preachers of
the Gospel.
by Audrey Schackel

Worship Assistants:

Assisting Minister: Sharon King

Lector: Lou Brandt

Communion Assistants: EdnaAnn Shelton & Alice Kirk

Ushers: Po & Rachel Peterson, Roger Clark & Leon Wolfe
Offering Deposit: Sharon King & Cynthia Bonville

Saint Mark Lutheran Church Welcome Statement, adopted
October 2011 and revised November 2023, March 2025

At Saint Mark Lutheran Church, we celebrate that Christ has made
us one body with many members, all sharing in God’s grace and
unconditional love. As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we
embrace all of God’s people, regardless of age, race, ethnicity,
immigration status, physical and mental abilities, marital status,
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, or economic circumstance. We
commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism, social and economic justice, and
environmental care. We believe we are all unique and worthy individuals created by God.
We joyfully welcome all to join us in worship, prayer, study, service, and fellowship.
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Welcome to Saint Mark! All are welcome to receive Holy

Communion. Today we especially pray for: Maygen Hess, Carol Maier, Gavin
Capwell, Cassandra, Citlali & Fabian Jimenez, Louisa Szasz, the family of Bob Geisler,
Verne Deplois, Carolyn, Karen, Carolyn Hodges, Mo Wilson, Lisa Snyder, Bobbie Warren,
Micah Woodard, Rudy Hiley, Janice Henry, Cassie, Recinda, Rebecca, Micah, Angela Gili,
Mindy, Tommy Tubbs, Karen, Benjamin & Ashley Bott, Fran Krogh, Carol Meyers, Wendy
Cody Johnson, Dillon, Jackie, Monique, & Lisa, Jim Wood, Pete Kramer, Kathy, Lee Stortz,
Mahboba & Monira, Charlene Amaral-Lansi, Kate, Scott Waychoff, Thomas Fender,
Kenedy, Maggie Eastman, Arthur Morris, the Powell family, Mary Wites, Bill Eisenbeis,
Kathleen O’Brien, Colleen, Kim Harper, Yvonne Knoll, Jennifer Morace, Max Capellas,
Kara-Jo Cone, Bill Snyder, James Krogh, Jeanne Bridges, Linda Mattoon, Maureen
O'Brien, and Peyton Higgins. And Family Members in the Military: Nelson Westby.

If you know of someone who needs to be added to the prayer list, please contact Pastor
Zach or Theresa in the church office.

Coffee & Conversation has moved to the downstairs fellowship hall! to
accommodate our increased membership. For those who have mobility issues, there is
an elevator in the East narthex. The main stairs are to the right of the Fireside Room.
We will also be experimenting with self-serve coffee on both sides of the room to help
speed up the service.

Today we will bless the quilts and different kits for Lutheran World Relief. We
are appreciative of the work that the Hands of Comfort group has done to make these
items available to send. And, we thank the congregation for all the donations!

Choir Rehearsal for this fall is on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Join
us! All are welcome!

Our next Women's Bible Study is scheduled for tomorrow, Monday, October 11, 1:00
p.m. in the Fireside Room. We will be discussing Session 2 of Bold Faith on an
Unexpected Journey: Choosing loyalty, finding love, by The Rev. Tiffany Chaney.
All are welcome!

SAVE THE DATE - Sunday, November 15 - Forum will be presented by Guest Speaker
Lara Boyd, world- renowned neuroscientist, a leading expert on neuroplasticity, and
professor at the University of British Columbia. Watch The Marker for more information
in the coming weeks. Invite your family and friends and neighbors to join us. Lara is the
daughter of Hal and Judy Boyd and grew up at Saint Mark.

Sunday Church School for elementary students has started. They meet at 9:00 a.m.
You may contact Jenny Hoelter if you would like more information about class offerings,
etc.

Confirmation Class is meeting on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. Please contact Kristen
Williams or Pastor Zach.
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Are you new to Saint Mark? We’d like to welcome you to the Saint Mark

community. Please make your presence known by filling out a worship registration
card.

Saint Mark publishes a weekly newsletter called The Marker. If you would like to
receive our newsletter, leave a message on your worship registration card with your
name and email address and place it in the offering plate.

our webpage: stmarksalem.org or on our new QR CODE that will take you
directly to Tithe.ly online. This is where you can electronically make a
donation to Saint Mark at any time.

Capital Community Television (CC:TV)
Saint Mark worship services are now available on CC:TV channel 23 on:
Sundays 8:30 p.m., Mondays and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. and Saturdays 2:30 p.m.
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This Week: Join to worship, serve, and celebrate!

Sunday, October 11
9:00 a.m. Sunday Church School begins!
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Coffee & Conversation
11:30 a.m. Forum
12:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
Monday, October 12
1:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Lectio Divina (zoom)
Tuesday, October 13
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday, October 14
10:00 a.m. Finance Committee
10:00 a.m. Mindful Meditative Movement (zoom)
12:00 noon Mindful Meditative Movement (zoom)
1:00 p.m. Connections Committee
4:30 p.m. Executive Committee
Thursday, October 15
9:00 a.m. Hands of Comfort
12:00 noon Bible Study for All
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Gratitude! Sunday, October 18
9:00 a.m. Sunday Church School
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Coffee & Conversation
11:30 a.m. Forum
11:30 a.m. Education Committee
12:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

Saint Mark Staff

Chris Bjork Maintenance
James Taylor Choir Director
Kelly Carlisle Musician
Susan Johnson Organist
Theresa Sawtell-Davie Parish Administrator
The Rev. Zachary Courter Pastor

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24708. HYMNS: Evangelical Lutheran
Book of Worship, Sundays and Seasons Copyright ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-710286 HYMNS:

Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship, Sundays and Seasons Copyright ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission. All Creation Sings (ACS) All rights reserved.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A710286 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: Copyright © 2017 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission. LESSONS: New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the

United States of America. Used by permission. Preface: Laughing Bird. Used with permission.
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| am convinced that trust in God’s provision is often proportionate to our
awareness of it. The opposite of faith is not, after all, doubt. It is fear. We
fear scarcity, and many live in abundance they do not name as abundance.
Gratitude can open our eyes. Gratitude peels the scales of fear away and
reveals to us the nature and breadth of God’s blessings. Think of Scrooge
on Christmas morning, and George Bailey in Frank Capra’s It's a Wonderful
Life and Zacchaeus after he climbs down from the tree (Luke 19:8).

Karl B. Travis
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