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SUNDAYS AT SAINT MARK

8:30AM

Celebration Service
(Lounge)

9:45AM

Forum, Sunday School
& Young Adults

11:00AM

Liturgical Service
(Sanctuary)

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday this year is on March 1st. Saint Mark will worship at 12:05
noon and 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes.
During Lent we will worship mid-week at 12:05 p.m. followed by a light
lunch. And, at we will worship at 6:30 p.m. using Holden Evening Prayer. Chimes
Rehearsal will be held at 5:30 p.m. prior to worship. Choir Rehearsal
will follow at approximately 7:15 p.m.
The labyrinth will be available all day on Wednesdays beginning at 9:00
a.m. in the lounge.
Devotional books will be available for you to use as you journey through Lent.
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Pastor's ReMarks ...
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, with the Service of Imposition of Ashes at 12:05
and 7:00 p.m. I urge you to join the Saint Mark community as together we begin again
the Lenten journey to the cross of Christ.
2017 marks the 500th year of the Reformation. For the midweek Lenten services we will be
lifting up themes from Luther’s Small Catechism. These services will be held at 12:05 and
6:30 p.m. with the evening service following Holden Evening Prayer. A soup luncheon
will follow the noon services.
For those of you who were raised in the Lutheran church and went through confirmation,
you can guess what our themes may be.
March 8:
The Ten Commandments
March 15:
The Apostles’ Creed
March 22:
The Lord’s Prayer
March 29:
The Sacrament of Baptism
April 5:
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Martin Luther also wrote hymns to each of these themes. We’ll have an opportunity to
sing these hymns as well as study them.
A devotional book for Lent called free indeed which explores Luther’s Small Catechism will
be available to pick at the church. Some are in large print.
May Christ our Lord guide your way as we journey together the forty days of Lent toward a
deeper life in these challenging times.
Shalom,
Pastor Charles

500th Anniversary
This year is the 500th Celebration of Martin Luther! Saint Mark will be celebrating with
the world as we mark this milestone 1517-2017.
Save the dates:
September 29- October 1 --- Faith Dialogues with Dr. Samuel Torvend.
October 1 - 4:00 p.m. National Lutheran Choir at St. Paul Episcopal Church
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Women’s 10th Annual Retreat at Coast!
TENTH annual Women’s Retreat scheduled Friday - Sunday,
April 28 - 30, at Bella Beach (near Depoe Bay). All women are
welcome to participate, though registration is limited. A brochure
will be forthcoming, but until then, dream of ocean waves and
sandy beaches, conversation and laughter, prayer, singing, and
worshipping with others. New friendships and old are born and nurtured from such times
together! Registration is $150 and includes two nights at the Oregon Coast, five meals,
linens, and program (to be announced). Checks may be turned in to the church office at
any time, payable to Saint Mark, with “retreat” noted. If you’ve not been part of our
retreat ministry in the past, why not make this the year to give it a try?

Baskets of Promise
This Lent the Lutheran World Relief - Baskets of Promise will collect Personal Care items
that provide basic hygiene tools to those in need around the world. Each week we will be
collecting different items that we'll use to assemble the Personal Care Kits that give people
a gift of love and opportunity to stay clean and healthy, to walk with dignity and to know
that God loved them enough to inspire someone they don't know to provide that
opportunity to them.
March 1 Bath Towels (prefer dark colors). They do not have to be new but should be in
very good condition. Also, need 4 oz. bars of soap (any kind, prefer ivory or gentle soaps).
March 8 Hand towels (prefer dark colors). They do not have to be new but should be in very
good condition. Also, need 4 oz. bars of soap (any kind, prefer ivory or gentle soaps).
March 15 Nail Clippers with file and sturdy combs
March 22 & 29 Any of the previous items!
We also need baby socks, and diaper pins, baby sweaters or jackets with hoods or caps. If
you like to sew at home we have patterns for jackets made with fleece or caps made with
yarn. We can always use t-shirts and sleepers (without feet). Baby items need not be new
but clean and in very good.
And as always you are welcome to come to the Hands of Comfort gatherings on the 2nd
and 4th Fridays at 9:30 a.m. to watch or help! We have materials to cut into squares to
make quilt tops. We will find something for you to do! No experience necessary.
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ELCA presiding bishop addresses President Trump’s refugee
executive order --- January 30, 2017
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), has issued a pastoral message addressing President Trump's executive
order to restrict entry by refugees and visitors into the United States from seven
predominately Muslim countries.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Yesterday, we heard these words in
the Gospel reading from Matthew 5:1-12, the beginning of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount.
In the Beatitudes, Jesus lays out a vision for life in God's realm, characterized by seeing
those who are often most disregarded, including the meek, the mourning and the
peacemaker, as bearers of God's blessing. Over the coming weeks, we will continue to
hear this Gospel, including Jesus' call for his disciples to be carriers of God's light and
hope and reconciliation to a world deeply in need of them.
In this spirit, earlier last week I communicated with the Trump administration asking that
it not stop the U.S. refugee admissions program or stop resettlement from any country for
any period of time. The Bible calls us to welcome the stranger and treat the sojourner as
we would our own citizens. I agree with the importance of keeping our country secure as
the administration stated in its executive order last Friday, but I am convinced that
temporarily banning vulnerable refugees will not enhance our safety nor does it reflect our
values as Christians. Instead, it will cause immediate harm by separating families,
disrupting lives, and denying safety and hope to brothers and sisters who are already
suffering.
Refugees being resettled in the United States have fled persecution because of their race,
religion, nationality, political views and/or associations. They wait for years for the chance
to go home. But sometimes, there is no home for them to go back to. We know from our
partners at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) that only 1 percent of all
refugees are chosen for resettlement.
People of faith helped start and still sustain the refugee resettlement program in the United
States following World War II. As Lutherans, many of our ancestors faced the pain of
having to flee their homes and the joy of being welcomed in new communities across the
United States. As we have done throughout history, millions of Lutherans across the
country honor our shared biblical values as well as the best of our nation's traditions by
offering refuge to those most in need. We are committed to continuing ministries of
welcome that support and build communities around the country and stand firmly against
any policies that result in scaling back the refugee resettlement program.
We must offer safety to people fleeing religious persecution regardless of their faith
tradition. Christians and other religious minorities suffer persecution and rightly deserve
protection, but including additional criteria based on religion could have discriminatory
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ELCA presiding bishop addresses President Trump’s refugee executive
order ...continued
effects that would go against our nation's fundamental values related to freedom of
religion.
I invite ELCA congregations into learning, prayer and action on behalf of those who seek
refuge on our shores. The ELCA "Social Message on Immigration," AMMPARO
strategy and LIRS resources are good places to start. You can also make a donation
to Lutheran Disaster Response. Those who have been part of resettling refugees or have
their own immigration experience have important stories to share with their communities
and testimony to make. I also encourage you to consider adding your voice by calling your
members of Congress to share your support for refugees and using online advocacy
opportunities through current alerts at ELCA Advocacy and LIRS.
In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me." Our Lord not
only commanded us to welcome the stranger, Jesus made it clear that when we welcome
the stranger into our homes and our hearts – we welcome him.
God's peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop

Sock Drive
With the wet cold winter weather, we’ve had requests for socks. A sock box is
in the narthex for anyone wishing to bring new socks to be handed out.
Thank you.

Choice Dollars with Thrivent to Expire

Thrivent shared that in 2016 over 335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct Choice
Dollars® to more than 32,000 churches, schools, and other nonprofits, including St Mark
Lutheran Church. Please note: All 2016 Choice Dollars have been made available for
Thrivent members to direct. If you have not done so yet, please do so soon! 2016 Choice
Dollars expire on March 31.

Forum 2017

Forum for January 29th started Saint Mark's celebration of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation with an often requested rebroadcast of the series: "How Lutherans Interpret
the Bible." Dr. Mark Allan Powell is the presenter in this DVD series. He is professor of
New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. These forums will be
at 9:45 a.m. in the lounge. Discussion will follow.
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Saint Mark Lutheran Church
Presents
A Young Organists’ Concert
on the
King of Instruments
Participants:
♪ Zachary Duell ♪Glory Lyatuu ♪
♪Paul Lim ♪Sarah Massie ♪Peter Scheessele♪

4:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 26, 2017
Saint Mark Lutheran Church
790 Marion Street NE -- Salem, Oregon
503-588-0141
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Worship Information
Worship Attendance:
Sunday, February 12 - 8:30 a.m.:
Sunday, February 12 - 11:00 a.m.:
Sunday, February 19 - 8:30 a.m.:
Sunday, February 19 - 11:00 a.m.:

32
73
19
100

Kairos Community Lunch
Sunday, Feb. 12: 68
Sunday, Feb. 19: 84

22 February, 2017

Church Staff E-mail
Pastor Charles Mantey
pastorcharles@stmarksalem.org
Theresa Sawtell-Davie
Parish Administrator
office@stmarksalem.org
Melonie Watson
Director – Child Development Center
cdc@stmarksalem.org

YGTF–Dr. Lace’s Web Site

Deaconess Deb Mantey
Outreach Coordinator
outreach@stmarksalem.org

www.orphansfoundationfund.org
Helping children/orphans in Arusha,
Tanzania

Brian Smith
Maintenance
maintenance@stmarksalem.org

BUS DRIVER - February
Miriam Lowrie
BUS DRIVER - March
Joass Lyatuu

Peter Hoelter
Web Page Coordinator
webcoordinator@stmarksalem.org

The Marker deadline
The deadline for each Marker is the
Monday prior to the publication by
4:00 pm.

Sunday Bulletin deadline
8:00 a.m. on the Thursday prior to
Sunday.

Markers are published the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month.

On the Web:
stmarksalem.org
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