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SUNDAYS AT SAINT MARK 

Worship 
Join us at:  YouTube, 
Emailed to you and/or 
facebook page! 

Worship - 10:00 AM 
IN PERSON and live-
streaming! 

 
No Marker May 17 
Due to staff out of town and on vacation, there will not be a Marker newsletter 
published on Wednesday, May 17.  The next issue will be Wednesday, May 24. 
 
The Transition Team Triple-Header 
Or is it a threepeat? Thanks to the enthusiastic participation of Saint Markers, the 
Transition Team has completed three collections of information about the 
congregation’s memories, hopes, and dreams for the church. The congregation 
overwhelmed us with the sharing of memories on the time line. We will soon 
receive and begin digesting the compiled results of the survey (we aspired to 75 
completed surveys, but you outdid yourselves and we got 90!). And on Sunday, 
April 30 we had speed church—small group conversations around four topics. 
While we did our best to contain the conversations to 20-25 minutes, it’s clear 
that we could have talked about Saint Mark and its future for hours. The 
Transition Team must now try to see what this data tells us and how it will 
inform the very important Ministry Site Profile that the synod uses to work with 
us on the call process. Stay tuned: we have a lot to work with! 
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Comment . . .   
 
It is my pleasure to serve as Treasurer of Saint Mark.  My task is to oversee the 
finances of Saint Mark. Our community has been very faithful in giving to the 
mission of Saint Mark.  The expenses are examined every month to see if there 
are any areas of concern.  Saint Mark has been very good at keeping 
expenditures in line.   
 
In order to see that future expenditures are within budget, we have a purchase 
order system.  To protect committees and individuals from over expending their 
budgets, we would like a purchase order authorized by either a committee chair 
or someone in leadership.  This protects the person or persons from having a 
request denied. The purchase order also encumbers the budget funds from being 
over spent.  Saint Mark always pays its bills. 
 
This responsible way of doing business is due to our community working 
together.  Thank you for being faithful to the Lord in supporting the ministry of 
Saint Mark. 
 
Verne Deplois 
Congregational Treasurer 
 

 
GRATITUDE GRIT GRACE 
We could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the world. 
                   Helen Keller    Come! Live in the Light!... 
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Condolences Extended 
The church has been notified that Susan 
Masson died on May 1, 2023.  She had 
Alzheimer's disease.  She and Donald have 
been long time members of Saint Mark but 
moved to the Lake Oswego area several years 
ago.  Sue was Chairperson of Lutheran Fine 
Arts as well as many other areas of church 
life.  Her Celebration of Life will be at 
Langdon Farms Golf Club, 24377 Airport 
Road NE, Aurora on July 23, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. 

  All Saint Markers who remember Sue and Donald are invited. 
 
 

 
Youth Sunday, June 11 

 
 
Communion Assistants Needed 
We need your help as a Communion Assistant because in June we 
will begin having two Communion Assistants during worship.  
This will enable people to go up the center aisle and then return on 
either side to your seat.  We hope this helps those with mobility 
issues.  If you are interested in serving as a Communion Assistant, please contact 
Theresa in the church office.   Thank you!! 
 
Is There a Master Recycler in the House (or Wanna Be)? 
The Care for Creation subcommittee of the Social Ministry Committee is looking 
for someone who is a certified Master Recycler or someone who would like to 
become certified through the Marion County Master Recycler program.  The 
committee would like to begin a recycling education program and could use the 
help of a master recycler.  Please contact Geri Hall-Conley if you are interested 
in helping. 
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What are our Core Values?  
One of the major activities at the Council Retreat, held Saturday, 22 April, was a 
discussion of the “core values” that drive our actions, our mission, our decisions. 
Core Values are not the same as basic operations—such as worship—nor are they 
the mission statement. Rather, they help us to flesh out the mission statement 
and guide us in choosing among competing directions we might go. Beginning 
in small groups and then sharing, we derived a list of around 20 expressions of 
our core values. Then each Council Member was able to vote for four of these 
expressions. We determined that those which received four or more votes were 
core values. Here are those we saw as the most important: 

1. Saint Mark is committed to investing in and supporting Spiritual Growth. 
2. Saint Mark is committed to Justice for All People. 
3. Saint Mark is committed to Reaching out in Service to the community and 

the world. 
4. Saint Mark is committed to Steadfast Inclusivity. 
5. Saint Mark believes that Questions are Good and Doubts are Normal. 

As you might note, these align with our Mission Statement: Welcoming All (# 2 
and 3), Journeying Together (#1 and 5), Reaching out in Service (#2, 3, and 4). 
 
Youth Bowling Event A Success 

Saint Mark hosted a bowling 
event at The Rec in Keizer for 
middle and high school youth 
on Sunday, April 30! We had a 
fantastic turnout of 28 kids, 
which included eight kids from 
Saint Mark, and youth from 
Christ the Good Shepherd, 
Holy Cross, Westminster 
Presbyterian, St. Paul 

Episcopal, Salem First Presbyterian, Salem UCC and friends. It was a 
rambunctious group, with laughter, high-fives and some pretty good bowling! 
This group of churches is forming a collective to organize regular events for all 
of our youth. The next one is roller skating at St. Paul at the end of May—more 
information to come. 
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Thrivent 
Are you a Thrivent member?  Does Thrivent ask where you would like funds 
sent?  Saint Mark receives Thrivent funds.  These funds go to a specific line 
called Thrivent which were designated years ago to the Lutheran World Relief 
projects that our Hands of Comfort works on.  So, don't forget Saint Mark the 
next time Thrivent asks you where to send funds!  
 
Please note:  These funds are from Thrivent and not you.  These funds will not 
show on your statement of giving at Saint Mark.  Thrivent sends us a notice each 
and every time clarifying that you have already received credit for the donation 
from them. 
 
Summer Office Hours 
The Church Council on Tuesday, April 25, confirmed that during the summer 
months from Memorial Day to Labor Day, the church office will be open 
Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. through 4:30 p.m. (closed 12 noon to 1:00 
p.m.) while Theresa takes vacation time on Fridays.  She has taken Mondays off 
for many years, but it now works best for staff to be here on Mondays.  
 
A Meditation 
“But you cannot control everything…all you can do is face the world with quiet 
grace and hope you make a sliver of difference. You must trust that you being 
the best possible you matters somehow…that being an attentive and generous 
friend and citizen will prevent a thread or two of the social fabric from 
unraveling”.                Brian Doyle 
 
May Staff Out-of-Office 
Please be aware that during May you will find Pastor Heidi and Theresa out of 
the office at various times.  Pastor Heidi has two working trips out of state, May 
1-4 and May 17-19.  Theresa will be on vacation May 15-19.  Chris Bjork will be 
out of the office May 17-18 taking an asbestos class.  You might want to call 
ahead of time to make sure the office is open during Theresa's vacation.  We 
have wonderful volunteers, but they may or may not choose to be in the office 
while she is away. 
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Notes from the Council, April 2023 
Gretchen Flesher Moon, Council Secretary 

The Council met on Tuesday, 25 April, following a five-hour retreat on the 22nd 
to review a relatively brief agenda following a devotion from Pastor Heidi that 
returned us to the questions asked in the Easter gospel. 

Treasurer Verne reported on the March income and expenses. Income was 
$32,891.75, or $2,187.50 above budget. $10,000 of that was a transfer from 
LFA/Hitchcock—the first transfer made in three years. Expenses were 
$35,110.66, or $4,406.41 above budget. For the month, we are $2,218.91 behind in 
income to expenses. Year to date, we are $798.60 behind. All investment accounts 
gained value in March. 

Holy Week saw strong participation in worship from Palm Sunday, to Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, the Vigil on Easter Saturday, and Easter morning. Each 
service was distinct and very meaningful. 

Council authorized Property Committee to take two significant actions. First, 
following the repair of a roof leak over the Pastor’s office, Property will seek 
bids on asbestos abatement, ceiling repair, and installation of can lighting 
throughout the office wing (three offices and the conference room). Second, 
Council is grateful to the Property Committee for planning a limited removal of 
front pews to improve the accessibility for movement at the front of the church. 
They will also remove the bell tables on one side of the back pews so that 
members can see how wide a space is afforded by removing a pew. 

Saint Mark continues to reach out in service by welcoming appropriate groups to 
use various spaces within our building. The Fellowship of Reconciliation will 
use our building all day on Saturday, 20 May. And we have been approached to 
make our building a rest stop for first responders. They might need to simply 
have a water break, a quiet place to write reports, and so on. We agree that we 
wish to get more information about what that would entail. 
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Luther House is seeking volunteers to 
help park cars at Grace Lutheran 
Church during OSU's Commencement 
ceremony on Saturday, June 17. This 
will be a fundraiser for Luther House 
Campus Ministry.  Volunteers need to 

arrive by 7 a.m. (don't worry, coffee and treats to be provided!) and will direct 
vehicles to parking spots and collect payment. Once the parking lot is full, or 
once the ceremony starts (whichever comes first), volunteers are welcome to 
head out. Gates for Reser stadium open at 9 a.m., with a 10:30 a.m. event start 
time. 
 
If you are able to volunteer, please contact Luther House at lhouse@peak.org. On 
behalf of the staff and board at Luther House, thank you for your support and 
care for this ministry.   Kristin Young (she/her), Youth and Families Minister -
 Grace Lutheran Church - Corvallis, OR, Outreach Minister - Luther House, 
Oregon State University, (406) 417-1720 
 
 

Embracing One Another in Prayer 
o Morning Lighting of the EnCOURAGEment Candle 

o Evening Lighting of the Gratitude Candle 

 

At this time, as we are able and willing, pause to light a candle (battery-powered 
or flame) and be quietly in prayer. 
  ○ In the morning, meditate on the Light of EnCOURAGEment, perhaps 
focusing on a Scripture verse or a word or a hymn that uplifts our spirit.  
  ○ In the evening, meditate on the Light of Gratitude, reflecting on our day 
and its blessings.  May this simple act of lighting candles help us connect with 
God, with one another, and unite us in hope, joy and peace. 
 
 
Suggested Verse:   1 Peter 5:7 
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
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Saint Mark Recycles, Reuses, & Reduces 
This page is dedicated to reminding you of a few ways 
that Saint Mark earned its EarthWise certification and to 
ask you to help us continue to be a good partner in our 
world: 
 
Plastic/Metal Bottle Caps - donation box from Terra Cycle 
for collecting plastic/metal bottle caps 
 
Helping Hands -- donate clothing and household items  
(they are distributed at no cost to the needy) 
 
Lions Club -- donate used or new eye glasses  
(these too are distributed free to the needy) 
 
Used Batteries & Used Printer Cartridges -- bring --- bring in used batteries  
and/or printer cartridges so they can be recycled - any size 
 
Lutheran World Relief / Hands of Comfort Supplies --- various items requested 
throughout the year:  quilting material and notions; school supplies; and 
personal hygiene items 
 
Aluminum Can Pull Tabs -- these pull tabs are collected and turned in for their 
cash per pound, and the funds then are donated to help pay for dialysis patients' 
treatments. A NEW basket for your tabs is now available!  Please bring your tabs 
in a plastic bag. 
 
Styrofoam -- we deliver this to the appropriate place for recycling since not all 
recycling sites accept styrofoam 
 
Non-Perishable Food Items -- donate canned fruit, vegetables, meats or 
packaged items, and we deliver them to the Marion/Polk Food Bank for the 
needy 
 
Cans and/or Bottles - donate empty cans and bottles for our youth group - blue 
bags with Saint Mark's identification are available to make sure funds are 
deposited correctly. 
 
These items are neatly gathered in labeled baskets in the East Narthex closet.  
Thanks to all who help care for God's amazing gift of our planet. 
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 TITHELY online donations may be 
made on our webpage:   
stmarksalem.org    

 
Church E-mails 

 

    
-------------------------------------------------- 
  
On the Web: 
stmarksalem.org  

Peter Hoelter  
Web Page Coordinator 
webcoordinator@stmarksalem.org 

 

 
Pastor Heidi Bolt 
Interim Pastor 
Pastorheidi@stmarksalem.org 
 
Theresa Sawtell-Davie 
Parish Administrator 
office@stmarksalem.org 

Susan Johnson 
Organist 
organist@stmarksalem.org 
 
Kelly Carlisle 
Musician 
Music@stmarksalem.org 
 
Jim Taylor 
Choir Director 
choir@stmarksalem.org 
 
Chris Bjork 
Maintenance  
maintenance@stmarksalem.org 

   

  
 

 



Page 10 THE MARKER 10 May, 2023  
 

 

 
 
 

790 Marion Street NE  
Salem, Oregon 97301 
stmarksalem.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 83 
Salem, Oregon  


